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              Results and Discussion  
A significant volume of bushmeat is traded in many markets 
in West Africa. Most of this trade is illegal. Wildlife 
conservation laws and legislation in Ghana prohibit the 
exploitation and trade of many species of wild animals either 
wholly or partially. However, many species of wild animals 
including protected species are commonly sold all over the 
country.  
This study examined the effectiveness of wildlife protection 
laws at a bushmeat market in the central region of Ghana 
and its implications for resource sustainability and species 
conservation. 

• Data  was collected from January, 2013 to April, 2014. 
 
• Market surveys to record species traded in both Open and 

Closed hunting seasons. 
 

• Interviews with 58  key actors (hunters, traders, 
consumers) in the trade to determine their knowledge of 
legislation regarding  wildlife exploitation. 

 
 
 

Primates are amongst the most impacted 
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• Level of regulation of bushmeat hunting and trading is inadequate. 

• An urgent need to increase wildlife law enforcement efforts in the country. 

• A need to proactively engage key actors of the bushmeat trade and involve them in the regulation of 

bushmeat exploitation, to support species protection, and to ensure sustainability of this livelihood source. 
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• Majority (93%) of respondents were aware  of 
laws governing bushmeat exploitation, but did 
not comply. 

 
• No observation of attempts by wildlife officers 

to enforce the law at this bushmeat market. 
 
• All hunters interviewed did not have hunting 

licenses and most of the traders had expired 
licenses. 
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