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Overview 
Benchmark for Nature is a collaborative project between the 
University of Oxford, The Royal Foundation of the Duke & 
Duchess of Cambridge’s United for Wildlife Financial 
Taskforce, and Taskforce member FNZ Group. 
 
The project aims to unlock the knowledge necessary to address a critical missing link 
in the global movement for sustainable business by creating the first robust science-
based prototype indicator to measure the impact on nature of financial investments.  
 
The core research team brings together leading academics from the fields of 
conservation and data science with practitioners from the fields of sustainable 
investment and cutting-edge financial technology to solve this complex issue. 
 

Aims & objectives 

Benchmark for Nature will power the development of structured, rigorous, and 

practically useful framework for assessing investor impacts on biodiversity. It builds 

upon existing and ever-expanding efforts to develop environmental, social, and 

governance (ESG) indicators for the private sector. 



The project centres on the development of a 

robust science-based reporting and assessment 

standard to evaluate the relative impacts of 

investments, both positive and negative, on 

natural systems for a range of sectors. The 

approach will enable companies and investors for 

the first time to systematically evaluate 

biodiversity risk exposure whilst at the same time 

highlight opportunities to produce returns for 

both nature protection and the bottom line.  

The primary output of the Benchmark for 

Nature will be an integrated structured 

framework for application by investors in 

effective decision-making, enabling an 

understanding of the relative biodiversity 

implications of investments into specific 

companies and/or sectors, and with application 

across all industries and securities.  

All contributions and outputs under this project 

will be published and/or made open to all for the 

greatest public good to be realised. 

Funding 

The second phase of Benchmark for Nature is now open, inviting grant funding from 

aligned partners.  

£15,000 Project supporter 

£35,000 Partner 

£75,000 Lead Partner 

 
 

Contact 

For more information, please contact: vian.sharif@fnz.co.uk 

What’s Different  
about the Benchmark for Nature? 

A Science-based Framework, 

integrating the latest discoveries 
into a transparent, continuously 
improving ontology maintained by 
the leading conservation scientists 
in the world. 

Scaling the Science, through 
creative application of AI-driven 
data discovery technologies to 
enable the Benchmark to be applied 
to any company in any sector.  

Clear Paths to Impact, 
empowered by the team’s expertise 
and experience in investment, 
financial technology, and 
international standard setting. 


